Modern Scooters
Moon-cyclists tackle skating ramps with latest fad
They said what
came around once
usually came
around again.
Well, folks, the well-known
popular kid's toy, the scooter
came around again. However,
this time it was a little differ-
ent. Scootering was more
prevalently called moon-cy-
cling, named after the most
popular scooter company,
Moon-cycle.
Scootering started in
America four years after the
nation was formed in 1776. It
quickly became a fun way to
move about, but when bicy-
cles appeared in the 1840's,
the scooter became a mere
child's toy.
"Scooters ride much more
smoothly than skateboards
because their wheels are rub-
ber," said sophomore cycler
Evan Kerstein.
Although most moon-cy-
cling enthusiasts were junior
high school students, Manda-
lay Surf and Sport shop own-
ers said all age groups pur-
chase the cycles.
The scooters ranged from
$80-$300, depending on the
quality of the materials used
in the structure and the brand
of wheels fastened to it. Most
major bicycle companies pro-
duced the devices.
Although the sport was still
in its infancy, small groups
managed to hold competitions
called "Stickit Competitions."
Stickit was the name of the
type of handlebar that was
screwed onto the skateboard,
an added feature that set
moon-cycles apart from regu-
lar scooters.
The tricks done on moon-
cycles were similar to those
done on a skateboard or bicy-
cle, with special moves per-
formed on a ramp or level
ground. One of the most diffi-
cult was the "foot plant" in
which the rider sailed up one
side of the ramp, placed one
foot on the edge of the ramp,
and swung the cycle up and
around with the other foot. If
successful, the cyclest then
smoothly dropped back to the
other side of the ramp.
"Since you have something
to hold on to, you can pick up
a lot of speed," said Kertsein.
"They're really popular in the
middle schools right now, but I
expect they'll catch on with
the older crowds very quick-
ly." ?
fay Matt Cole
"Mooncycles ride more smoothly than skateboards because
their wheels are rubber," said Evan Kerstein. A handlebar,
called a Stickit, was an added feature that set moon-cycles apart
from regular scooters. Kerstein practices maneuvering his
moon-cycle along the waterfront on Clearwater Beach.
An October Classic
Mets take World Series in seven long games
ven if the New York Mets had not won in
a grueling seven games, the World Se-
ries left enough heads ringing to get ev-
eryone involved through the winter.
The eventual most valuable player, Ray Knight,
was benched in the second game and almost cost
the team the series with a rainbow throw over the
first baseman's head in the sixth game.
Baseballs bounced everywhere, including out of
gloves and over walls. Dwight Evans, just one of
twenty players who had played in the series be-
fore, smacked two hours in the series for the losing
Boston Red Sox.
The Mets never quit, even in the sixth game
when they were down to one last strike. However,
team captain Keith Hernadez left the dugout to
make his way to the clubhouse for a lonely beer.
Manager Davey Johnson was left in the dugout
banging his head against the cold stone wall.
Before the third game, when the Mets appeared
all but doomed, Dennis "Oil Con" Boyd compared
himself to Satchel Page and Bob Colson, two great
black pitchers. By the time he snapped out of the
outcome of the game, he also joined their ranks.
Just when another start in game seven seemed to
be going his way, the Red Sox's hopes disappeared
like the grounder between Bill Buckner's leg that
trickled thru to the outfield allowing two runs to
score.
The Red Sox were denied again the long await-
ed World Series title. The Sox had not won a
pennant since home run artist Babe Ruth was a
pitcher in the 1920s. ?
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